
 
 

2017 Freshman Cohort Non-returning Students: What do we know? 
 
Executive Summary 
The following report provides an analysis of 478 first-time full-time degree-seeking freshmen in 



• Not a first generation student (77%), 
• Took a First Year Experience (FYE) course (72%), 
• Participated in a learning community (69%), 
• USA GPA of 2.0 or lower at the end of Summer 2018 (68%), 
• White (64%), 
• 



Where Non-returning Students Transferred 
Of the 181 non-returning students who transferred, a large majority transferred to an institution 
with one of the following characteristics (see Table 1 and Table 2). The transfer institution was 
likely public (95%) and/or located in Alabama (56%). Florida (12%) and Mississippi (10%) were 
the next most likely state locations of the transfer institution for non-returning students. Non-
returning students were also more likely to attend a four-year (55%) institution. 
 

Table 1: Control and Type of Institution Where USA Students Transferred 

Public or Private Institution Count % Four or Two -Year 
Institution Count % 

Public Institution 172 95% Four-Year Institution 100 55% 
Private Institution 9 5% Two-Year Institution 81 45% 

 
Table 2: Top States Where USA Students Transferred 

Rank State Count % 
1 Alabama 101 56% 
2 Florida  21 12% 
3 Mississippi  19 10% 
4 Louisiana 6 3% 
5 Georgia 4 2% 
5 Illinois 4 

  



differential between non-returning students who “stopped out” and students who transferred. 
Results showed:  

• 68% of the non-returning students who “stopped out” had a USA GPA of 2.0 or lower 
(190) compared to 26% of non-returning students who transferred (45), 21% of the non-
returning students who transferred had a USA GPA of 2.51 to 3.0 (37) compared to 9% 
of non-returning students who “stopped out” (24), 21% of the non-returning students who 
transferred had a USA GPA of 3.01 to 3.5 (36) compared to 7% of non-returning students 
who “stopped out” (19), and 21% of the non-returning students who transferred had a 
USA GPA of 3.51-4.0 (37) compared to 7% of the non-returning students who “stopped 
out” (19) and 

• 56% of non-returning students who “stopped out” were placed on probation after the Fall 
2017 semester (167) compared to 20% of non-returning students who transferred (37). 
 

Table 4: Characteristics with Greatest Differential between Non-Returning Transfers and Stop Outs  
Top within Group 
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APPENDIX 
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Crosstabs of 2017 Freshman Cohort Non-returning Students

Stopped Out Transferred

Count 161 112 273
% within Transferred from USA 54.2% 61.9% 57.1%
Count 136 69 205
% within Transferred from USA 45.8% 38.1% 42.9%
Count 297 181 478
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Stopped Out Transferred

Count 190 124 314
% within Transferred from USA 64.0% 68.51% 65.7%
Count 71 32 103
% within Transferred from USA 23.9% 17.7% 21.55%
Count 9 15 24
% within Transferred from USA 3.0% 8.3% 5.0%
Count 16 6 22
% within Transferred from USA 5.4% 3.3% 4.6%
Count 5 1 6
% within Transferred from USA 1.7% .6% 1.3%
Count 6 3 9
% within Transferred from USA 2.0% 1.7% 1.9%
Count 297 181 478
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Stopped Out Transferred

Count 9 9 18
% within Transferred from USA 3.0% 5.0% 3.8%
Count 248 157 405
% within Transferred from USA 83.50% 86.7% 84.7%
Count 28 14 42
% within Transferred from USA 9.4% 7.7% 8.8%
Count 12 1 13
% within Transferred from USA 4.0% .6% 2.7%
Count 297 181 478
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Transferred from USA

Total

Race White

African-American

Hispanic

Multiracial

Non-Resident Alien

Other

2017 Cohort * Gender * Transferred from USA Crosstabulation
Transferred from USA

Total

Gender Female

Male

Total

2017 Cohort * Race * Transferred from USA Crosstabulation

2017 Cohort * Age * Transferred from USA Crosstabulation

Total

Transferred from USA

Total

Age
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Stopped Out Transferred

Count 229 151 380
% within Transferred from USA 77.1% 83.4% 79.50%
Count 68 30 98
% within Transferred from USA 22.9% 16.6% 20.5%
Count 297 181 478
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Stopped Out Transferred

Count 240 141 381
% within Transferred from USA 80.8% 77.9% 79.7%
Count 55 39 94
% within Transferred from USA 18.52% 21.55% 19.7%
Count 2 1 3
% within Transferred from USA .7% .6% .6%
Count 297 181 478
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
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Stopped Out Transferred

Count 39 9 48
% within Transferred from USA 13.1% 5.0% 10.0%
Count 3 3 6
% within Transferred from USA 1.0% 1.7% 1.3%
Count 12 11 23
% within Transferred from USA 4.0% 6.1% 4.8%
Count 18 24 42
% within Transferred from USA 6.1% 13.3% 8.8%
Count 17 19 36
% within Transferred from USA 5.7% 10.50% 7.53%
Count 20 15 35
% within Transferred from USA 6.7% 8.3% 7.3%
Count 21 15 36
% within Transferred from USA 7.1% 8.3% 7.53%
Count 27 20 47
% within Transferred from USA 9.1% 11.0% 9.8%
Count 48 17 65
% within Transferred from USA 16.2% 9.4% 13.6%
Count 29 15 44
% within Transferred from USA 9.8% 8.3% 9.2%
Count 30 19 49
% within Transferred from USA 10.1% 10.50% 10.3%
Count 33 14 47
% within Transferred from USA 11.1% 7.7% 9.8%
Count 297 181 478
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Stopped Out Transferred

Count 36 17 53
% within Transferred from USA 12.1% 9.4% 11.1%
Count 109 56 165
% within Transferred from USA 36.7% 30.9% 34.52%
Count 27 25 52
% within Transferred from USA 9.1% 13.8% 10.9%
Count 14 5 19
% within Transferred from USA 4.7% 2.8% 4.0%
Count 22 20 42
% within Transferred from USA 7.4% 11.0% 8.8%
Count 43 14 57
% within Transferred from USA 14.48% 7.7% 11.9%
Count 46 44 90
% within Transferred from USA 15.49% 24.3% 18.8%
Count 297 181 478
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

NU

Total

2017 Cohort * Orientation * Transferred from USA Crosstabulation
Transferred from USA

Total

Orientation August/ Transfer/ 
Unknown Orientation

May Orientation

Freshman Session 1

Freshman Session 2

Freshman Session 3

Freshman Session 4

Freshman Session 5

Freshman Session 6

Freshman Session 7

Freshman Session 8

Freshman Session 9

Freshman Session 10

Total

2017 Cohort * College * Transferred from USA Crosstabulation
Transferred from USA

Total

College AH

AS

BU

CS

ED

EG
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Stopped Out Transferred

Count 187 101 288
% within Transferred from USA 63.0% 55.8% 60.3%
Count 110 288
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Stopped Out Transferred

Count 93 41 134
% within Transferred from USA 31.3% 22.7% 28.0%
Count 204 140 344
% within Transferred from USA 68.7% 77.3% 72.0%
Count 297 181 478
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Stopped Out Transferred

Count 84 41 125
% within Transferred from USA 28.3% 22.7% 26.2%
Count 213 140 353
% within Transferred from USA 71.7% 77.3% 73.8%
Count 297 181 478
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Stopped Out Transferred

Count 283 160 443
% within Transferred from USA 95.3% 88.4% 92.7%
Count 14 21 35
% within Transferred from USA 4.7% 11.6% 7.3%
Count 297 181 478
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Stopped Out Transferred

Count 66 88 154
% within Transferred from USA 22.2% 48.6% 32.2%
Count 66 45 111
% within Transferred from USA 22.2% 24.9% 23.2%
Count 55 17 72
% within Transferred from USA 18.52% 9.4% 15.1%
Count 37 15 52
% within Transferred from USA 12.46% 8.3% 10.9%
Count 73 16 89
% within Transferred from USA 24.6% 8.8% 18.6%
Count 297 181 478
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

2017 Cohort * Learning Community * Transferred from USA Crosstabulation
Transferred from USA

Total

Learning 
Community

No

Yes

Total
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Stopped Out Transferred

Count 130 144 274
% within Transferred from USA 43.8% 79.6% 57.3%
Count 167 37 204
% within Transferred from USA 56.2% 20.4% 42.7%
Count 297 181 478
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Stopped Out Transferred

Count 101 16 117
% within Transferred from USA 36.1% 9.2% 25.8%
Count 51 21 72
% within Transferred from USA 18.2% 12.1% 15.9%
Count 68 45 113
% within Transferred from USA 24.3% 25.9% 24.9%
Count 26 19 45
% within Transferred from USA 9.3% 10.9% 9.9%
Count 22 44 66
% within Transferred from USA 7.9% 25.3% 14.5%
Count 12 29 41
% within Transferred from USA 4.3% 16.7% 9.0%
Count 280 174 454
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Stopped Out Transferred

Count 190 45 235
% within Transferred from USA 67.9% 25.9% 51.8%
Count 28 19 47
% within Transferred from USA 10.0% 10.9% 10.4%
Count 24 37 61
% within Transferred from USA 8.6% 21.3% 13.4%
Count 19 36 55
% within Transferred from USA 6.8% 20.7% 12.1%
Count 19 37 56
% within Transferred from USA 6.8% 21.3% 12.3%
Count 280 174 454
% within Transferred from USA 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

2017 Cohort * Probation After Fall 2017 * Transferred from USA Crosstabulation
Transferred from USA

Total

Probation 
After Fall 
2017

No

Yes

Total

2017 Cohort * USA Hours Earned After Summer 2018 * Transferred from USA Crosstabulation
Transferred from USA

Total

USA Hours 
Earned After 
Summer 2018

0-6 hours

6.5-12 hours

12.5-18 hours

18.5-24 hours

24.5-30 hours

30.5 or more hours

2017 Cohort * USA GPA After Summer 2018 * Transferred from USA Crosstabulation

Total

Transferred from USA

Total

USA GPA 
After Summer 
2018

2.0 or lower

2.01-2.5

2.51-3.0

3.01-3.5

3.51-4.0

Total
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